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with drawings from our children 5 


GOP bill clears the Senate; House must revote today. A2 
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The “Beagle Brigade” roams the Honolulu airport in search 
of banned fruits to prevent the spread of invasive insects 


By Nina Wu 


nwu@staradvertiser.com 


fter roaming among passengers waiting to board a flight to Los Ange- 
les at Daniel K. Inouye International Airport on a recent weekday 
morning, Trapper the beagle sniffed out a piece of contraband. 
Krystyna Jennings had a banana in her cooler bag, which is not al- 
lowed to be taken from Hawaii to the mainland. 

Trapper, part of the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s “Beagle Brigade,” 
had done his job. 

In the midst of holiday travel, the USDA is reminding the public of what 
can and cannot be transported to the mainland due to tropical pests in Ha- 
waii that pose a threat to mainland agriculture. 

All travelers from Hawaii to the mainland are required to pass USDA in- 
spection before checking in and to declare fresh fruits, vegetables, plants or 
other agricultural products. Failure to do so can result in delays and civil 
penalties of $100 to $1,000 per violation. 

“Just one infested plant or piece of fruit could cause millions of dollars in 
damage, expensive eradication efforts and lost trade revenue,” said Alan 
Dowdy, associate deputy administrator of USDA Plant Protection and Quar- 
antine, in a statement. “Invasive insects and plant diseases cost our nation 
about $40 billion each year and hurt a wide variety of businesses — from 
farming to tourism — which can result in hundreds of thousands of lost 
jobs. Consumers pay more for food and other related goods when farmers 
lose crops to pests and diseases.” 


Please see AIRPORT, A8 


At top, Trapper the beagle inspects carry-on luggage at a depar- 
ture gate at Daniel K. Inouye International Airport. If he finds a 
restricted fruit or vegetable, he will sit quietly next to the bag. 
Pictured are some contraband fruits found recently. 


More photos at 
staradvertiser.com. 
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WHAT NOT TO PACK 


Common items travelers cannot take 
from Hawaii to the mainland: 


>> Apples, oranges, loose bananas 

>> Berries of any kind, including fresh 
coffee berries and sea grapes 

>> Cactus plants or cactus plant parts 

>> Cotton and cotton bolls 

>> Lei with blue jade vine, Mauna Loa, 
fresh pandanus (hala) fruits, sea 
grapes, mock orange leaves 

>> Live insects and snails 

>> Seeds with fruit clinging and fresh 
seed pods 

>> Soil or any plants in soil 

>> Sugar cane, swamp cabbage 
(unchoy) and raw sweet potato 


OK TO PACK 


Common items allowed to be taken 

from Hawaii to the mainland following 

inspection: 

>> Coconuts, fresh pineapple 

>> Wood, including driftwood and 
dried wood roses 


Source: USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service (APHIS) 


ON THE NET: 
>> HungryPests.com 
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TODAY’S ARTIST 


Violet Kato 
8, Wailuku Elementary School 


STARADVERTISER. co M >> $1 Oahu, $1.25 neighbor islands >> Mostly cloudy. High 78, low 66 >> A12 = 


The Star-Advertiser presents an ornament 
each day through Saturday. 
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Caldwell 
intends 
to rein in 
‘monster 
houses’ 


The mayor supports a 
moratorium and presses 
the Council for measures 
on affordable housing 


By Gordon Y.K. Pang 


gordonpang@staradvertiser.com 


Honolulu Mayor Kirk Caldwell 
is backing a call by some City 
Council members for a morato- 
rium on large-scale houses in res- 
idential zones until permanent 
language can be imposed putting 
limits on the so-called “monster 
houses” that have been sprout- 
ing up in older Oahu neighbor- 
hoods recently. 

The mayor, in written com- 
ments Tuesday responding to a 
Honolulu Star-Advertiser query 
on his position on the monster- 
house debate, said he also sup- 
ports the call for stronger 
regulations tied to parking, 
house size, setback and height. 

Caldwell also urged the Coun- 
cil to pass his two-bill afford- 
able-housing initiative that he 
first offered in May, arguing that 
it might ease the demand for 
larger dwellings that, at least in 
some instances, are being trig- 
gered by a lack of available mod- 
erate- or lower-priced housing. 

“The spread of monster homes 
is a serious issue that affects the 
well-being of families in long-es- 
tablished neighborhoods, and 


Please see HOUSES, A9 
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No-huddle plays to 
Mariota’s strengths, 
could give Titans the 
boost they need 
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High school bakers 
get a taste of the 
craft by churning out 
hundreds of pies 
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